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and Spanish monarchs refused to publish this
order because they did not approve of deposition
by the Pope. But, for all that, it worked against
Elizabeth by making her the official standing
enemy of Rome. At the same time it worked
for her among the sea-dogs and all who thought
with them. "The case/ said Thomas Fuller,
author of The Worthies of England, 'the case was
clear in sea divinitie.9 Religious zeal and com-
mercial enterprise went hand in hand. The case
was clear; and the English navy, now mobilized
and ready for war, made it much clearer still.

Westward Ho! in chief command, at the age of
twenty-five, with the tiny flotilla of the Dragon
and the Swan, manned by as good a lot of dare-
devil experts as any privateer could wish to see!
Out and back in 1570, and again in 1571, Drake
took reprisals on New Spain, made money for
all hands engaged, and gained a knowledge of
the American coast that stood him in good stead
for future expeditions.

It was 1572 when Drake, at the age of twenty-
seven, sailed out of Plymouth on the Nombre de
Dios expedition that brought him into fame.
He led a Lilliputian fleet: the PascJia and the